engage students of all faiths at
institutions throughout the US.”
Cummings has already started
funding genocide programming. In
June, he sponsored a 10-day interfaith
mission for 20 Tufts students to the
Agahozo Shalom Youth Village,
established for victims of the
Rwandan genocide. Before heading to
Rwanda, the students raised $5,000 to
build bleachers in the village’s sports
fields. In the village, they spent
mornings helping build the seating,
working with a construction crew to
lug rocks and cement. In the
afternoons, they volunteered in an
after-school program.
Rabbi Jeffrey Summit, director of
Tufts Hillel, said to build on the
genocide-related programs it already
offers. Partnering with groups
representing black, Asian and GLBT
students, the Hillel has organized trips
to the national Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington D.C. Hillel has
also sent interfaith groups to Berlin to

visit Shoah-related sites and learn how
Germany was handling the legacy of
the Holocaust.
“Part of our education about the
Holocaust is that we have a
responsibility as Jews to be sensitive to
genocide throughout the world,”
Summit said. “If our community isn’t
sensitive to this, then who would be
sensitive to this?”
But he stressed the need to reach
outside of the Jewish community:
“Ultimately we study the Holocaust in
order to sandpaper peoples’ awareness
so when they see anti-Semitism, when
they see racism in society, we have an
early warning system so people know
how to confront these examples of
oppression in society.”
Before Ayalon addresses the public
at Tufts, he plans to lunch at Beacon
Grille with Tufts administrators. He
will then participate in a text study at
Tufts Hillel led by Summit.
Ayalon was born in Poland in
1928. His parents, who were Zionists,

unsuccessfully applied for visas to
Palestine. In 1941, his family was sent
to the Radom ghetto; by lying about
his age, Ayalon was able to work at a
German clothing warehouse on the
outside. In 1942, the ghetto was sealed,
and only those with work permits
could leave. Ayalon did not want to go,
but his mother insisted he save
himself. He was sent to the Blizyn
camp, where he worked as a
shoemaker. His parents and three
siblings were killed in Treblinka.
After spending three years in
various camps, Ayalon was liberated in
May 1945. Jewish soldiers in the
British Army transported him and
other survivors to Italy. That
November, he boarded a ship to Israel,
where he has lived ever since. His story
is recounted in the book, “A Cup of
Honey” by Neile Sue Friedman.
Ayalon will speak at 8 p.m. Oct. 19 in
Cabot Auditorium at Tufts University in
Medford. The presentation will also be streamed
online. For more information, visit tuftshillel.org.

